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As far as the materials available would indicate, Kimhi confined his disputational activity
to remarks in his commentaries [to the Bible] alone. [...] It was the very fact that Kimhi
expressed his disputational material in the commentaries which secured his reputation as
a defender of the Jewish faith. There is very little in this material which is original and
which did not appear previously in the writings of his father Joseph Kimhi or of David
Kimhi’s older contemporary Jacob ben Reuben.
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In Hosea, there are traces of a possible influence of R. Joseph Kara on Kimhi, and at the
time that I compared the commentaries, it appeared to me that in a number of instances
the comments of Kimhi were probably derived from R. Joseph. But there is the
indisputable fact that Kimhi nowhere, except in a doubtful quotation in Gen. 19.31,
mentions his name, and there is no other example of a work, especially a commentary,
which influenced our author, that is not cited by him. Moreover, a closer examination of
all the similarities that I found, as well as those pointed out by Eppenstein in his editions
of Kara, reveals no specific instance of a definite and certain use of Kara by Kimhi.
Despite the opinion of Eppenstein, who considers such a use to be unmistakable, the
question as to whether Kimhi used or was directly influenced by R. Joseph Kara remains
doubtful, and should perhaps be answered in the negative.17
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More significant is that other exegetical trends which gaining momentum and thrust in
northern France did not seem to be well known to Radak: the enterprise of such men as
[...]Joseph Karat”!
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Abstract

Rabbi David Kimchi (Radak) lived in Narbonne in Provence in the years approximately 1160-
1235. His family came to Provence from Spain following the decrees of the Almohad Caliphate
in approximately 1140. His teachers were his father, Rabbi Yosef Kimchi who lived in the
years approximately 1105-1170, and his brother, Rabbi Moshe Kimchi, who died in
approximately 1190.

Radak wrote a systematic treatise on matters of wording and traditional text of the Torah called
"Et Soferim", and a linguistic treatise called "Hamichlol" in which there are two parts: "The
Book of Grammar" and "The Book of Roots". After writing these treatises, Radak began
writing his interpretation of the Bible, that covers most of the books of the Bible: Genesis,

Former and Latter Prophets, Psalms, Proverbs and Chronicles.

Radak's cultural world was diverse and he was exposed to many and varied sources of
influence: He was familiar with the Spanish-Andalusian culture, which is his family's heritage,
and the writings of the sages of Spain such as R. Yonah Ibn Janach, R. Abraham Ibn Ezra, R.
Yehuda Halevi and R. Moshe Ben Maimon, from whom he acquired the rationalist approach
and the linguistic and philosophical knowledge. Radak was familiar with Targum Onkelos of
the Torah and Targum Jonathan of the Prophets, the sage's tradition as it was known in
Provence, the Talmud and the Midrashim, and also the literature of the Babylonian Geonim.
Radak was familiar with the midrashic interpretation of the scholars of Provence. Among the
commentators of northern France, he was certainly familiar with Rashi's interpretation of the
Bible. He was in cultural and polemical contact with the Christian environment in Provence,
and fell in line with it to defend the Jewish faith and the religious attacks on the Jews of

Provence. Radak knew several languages and used them in his commentaries.

Radak's diverse cultural world is reflected in his biblical interpretation, and he made extensive
use of the sources that were before him. He often cited his sources. Sometimes he quoted his
sources openly and explicitly, sometimes he quoted anonymously, and sometimes he quoted
covertly without mentioning the fact that he was quoting an earlier source. In his introduction
to his philological composition, "Sefer Hamichlol", Radak wrote: "I came as a gleaner after the
reaper, and as a weeder after the harvester, and I followed them to reap their words." With these

words, Radak stated that he had many sources in hand, and he used them in his work.

In my work, I examined Radak's attitude to three sources, mainly according to his interpretation
of the book of Joshua. These sources are: Targum Jonathan, Rashi's commentary, and R. Yosef

Kara's commentary. In some parts of the work, I also referred to his commentaries on other
biblical books.



In the research field of Jewish interpretation of the Bible, it is very important to understand the
attitude of an interpreter to his sources. This attitude is expressed in different ways in which
the commentator used his sources: the degree of authority or even the sanctity that the
commentator gave to his sources and the degree of his willingness to rely on them as a proper
interpretation; Citing the source as a single interpretation, or citing the source as an alternative
interpretation to other interpretations, including bringing the commentator's own interpretation;
A commentator's willingness to confront and disapprove of interpretations that are not

appropriate in his opinion and justify his disapproval.

In the introduction I expanded on the life of Radak, presented his interpretation of the Bible
and the opinion of several scholars on the nature of its commentary, explained the importance
in research of knowing the sources of a commentator, and added several methodological notes.
In the three following chapters, I discussed Radak's attitude to the Targum Jonathan, and to
Rashi's and to R. Yosef Kara's commentary, and added a review of studies that dealt with the

subject.

The first chapter deals with Radak's attitude to Targum Jonathan according to his interpretation
of the book of Joshua. I opened the chapter with a discussion of the scope of the citations of
Targum Jonathan in Radak's commentary, the ways of citation and the linguistic formulas he
used when he cited the Targum. Then I classified the commentaries of Radak in which he cited
the Targum into different types of reference. I divided the types into two groups according to
two different aspects: the first aspect refers to the extent of Radak's reliance on, agreement
with, or objection of the Targum, and the second aspect refers to the type of interpretive
difficulty or matter in the verse, which Radak faced in his interpretation. In total, I brought 11
types of reference from Radak to Targum Jonathan, and for each type I wrote the characteristics

of the type and gave several examples.

The second chapter deals with Radak's attitude to Rashi's interpretation. This chapter has three
parts: the first part deals with all of Radak's interpretations of the Bible in which he cited Rashi's
interpretation and mentioned his name explicitly. Usually, Radak did not quote Rashi word by
word, but rephrased the commentary by way of editing the commentary or by shortening or
expanding the interpretation. Radak also responded to Rashi's interpretations and explained
them or rejected them. The second part deals with Radak's commentaries on the books of
Genesis and Joshua in which he cited anonymous quotations without mentioning the name of
the commentator, and this commentary is, in my opinion, consistent with Rashi's interpretation.
These two groups of interpretations teach about Radak's ways of using Rashi's commentaries
and Radak's attitude towards his commentary, and therefore they are important for

understanding Radak's attitude towards Rashi. The third part deals with Radak's commentaries

il



on the book of Joshua only in which, in my opinion, he brought hidden quotations of Rashi's
interpretation, and one can see in his commentaries different reactions to Rashi's interpretation.
I have divided Radak's reactions to Rashi's interpretation into two groups: in the first group,
interpretations in which he showed a positive attitude towards Rashi's interpretation, and in the
second group interpretations in which he showed a negative and rejective attitude towards
Rashi's interpretation. It is clear that the results presented in this section are less decisive than
the cases presented in the previous two sections of the chapter in which Radak explicitly or

anonymously referred to Rashi's interpretations.

The discussion in the first two chapters about Radak's attitude to Targum Jonathan and Rashi
shows that these sources were important to him and therefore he cited them wherever they
suited his purpose. At the same time, these sources were not authoritative and sacred in his
eyes, and Radak used them in a critical and measured manner. Sometimes he rejected these
sources and gave reasons for his rejection. Sometimes he cited his sources but was not satisfied
with them and added alternative interpretations to them. It is evident that Radak was a
commentator with an independent interpretive mind and not only a collector of other

interpretations.

The third chapter deals with the question: Was Radak familiar with the interpretation of R.
Yoseph Kara on Joshua? This research question can be formulated as follows: "Was a late
commentator familiar with commentary of an early commentator?" This type of research is
important in order to find out the "bookcase" that was placed before the later commentator, and
is an integral part of the study of Jewish biblical interpretation in the Middle Ages. I opened
the chapter with a methodological discussion to clarify the ways and means by which a
commentator's familiarity with a source that preceded him should be checked, in order to
confirm or deny the familiarity. The discussion presents positive aspects that help to prove the
affinity to the ancient source and negative aspects that help to deny this affinity. After that, I
presented several examples in Radak's interpretation of Joshua, in which I proved that Radak
was not familiar with the commentary of R. Yoseph Kara on Joshua and did not refer to its

interpretation in any way.
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