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Abstract

1. Introduction

The subject of my work is the Fifteen Songs of Ascents (Psalms 120—-134). In order for readers to
navigate through the work without the need for additional study and reading of materials related to
the study of the Book of Psalms, I provided in the introduction a basic overview divided into three
main parts: 1. Research overview on the Book of Psalms, according to chronological and
synchronic approaches. 2. General overview related to the collection of Songs of Ascents: its
unique characteristics, hypotheses about the time of its composition or editing, different
explanations for its title and purposes. After the two introductory parts, [ present the structure of the
work and the method I chose to interpret and analyze the psalms. At the end of this section, I
conducted a concise analysis of Psalm 133 to illustrate my method and claims.

2. Chapter One — Psalm 120

Psalm 120 is the first psalm in the collection and is therefore a key to understanding the entire
collection. The psalm deals with the themes of falsehood, deceit, and the immense damage they can
cause, and it requests salvation from God. Since these themes appear in the first psalm of the
collection, I conclude that they are part of the main themes in the entire collection, which I will
continue to examine in the following chapters. Throughout the work, I assumed that there is a unity
between the content of the psalms and their form. This assumption is confirmed in Psalm 120, where
the structure expresses the content. The first verse of the psalm, ”To God in my distress I called and
he answered me”, contains three components: a description of distress, a cry to the Lord in distress,
and the Lord’s response to the cry. These three components are developed throughout the psalm.
Verse 2 introduces the themes of distress and the cry to the Lord: ”O God, deliver my soul from the
lips pf the lie, from the tongue of deceit”. Verses 3—4 develop the Lord’s response: ”What shell he
give you and what add to you, you tongue of deceit. Arrows of warrior sharpened with glowing
coals of the broom tree”. And verses 5—7 present the speaker’s conclusion: "Woe is me... Long
enough for it has my soul dwelt with the one who hates peace. I am for peace... they are for war.
A detailed and meticulous analysis of the psalm reveals that the author employs various literary
devices, such as shattering reader expectations, reversing meanings, inverting structure, and more,
all indicating the author’s desire to disguise his true claim, which is criticism towards the ruling
elite. This desire to challenge the claim arises from both the inherent danger of criticizing
monarchic rule in general and the author’s belonging to the ruling elite he criticizes. The declaration
in verses 5-7, ” Woe is me... Long enough for it has my soul dwelt with the one who hates peace. I
am for peace...” led me to the conclusion that the speaker decides to embark on a challenging
journey of preserving the way of the Lord and promoting justice and righteousness. This journey
will be expressed in the subsequent psalms.



3. Chapter Two — Psalm 121

In Psalm 121, a dialogue is presented that deals with the preservation and care of the Lord. In this
chapter of the work, I argue that the difference between the speakers in the psalm is embedded in
their attitude towards the preservation of the Lord. The first speaker is in distress, saying, "From
where my help comes” (1). He claims that his help will come from the Lord, who "made heaven and
earth”. In other words, the Lord will help him because he created the entire world and watches over
all His creatures. Since the first speaker is part of the cosmic system, he, too, deserves the Lord’s
care. The second speaker interrupts and says to him, #The Lord will keep you, the Lord is your
shade at your right hand” (5). The second speaker uses the Second Person Singular suffix ten to
clarify to the first speaker that the Lord is keeping him under personal care because He is pleased
with his deeds, not just because he is part of the cosmic system. In my opinion, as presented in the
chapter, the first speaker in Psalm 121 is the same speaker as in Psalm 120, meaning he is part of the
ruling elite. In Psalm 121, the speaker, having taken on the journey of pursuing peace and justice,
finds it challenging. Therefore, he turns his eyes to the mountains and seeks help, which he finds in
the fact that the Lord preserves all His creatures. The second speaker intervenes and explains to him
that if he continues to pursue peace and justice, the Lord will personally keep him, encompassing
and protecting him. The second speaker also emphasizes, 7God guards your going out and your
coming in from this time forth and forevermore” (8), where the roots x7%> and N3, coming
together, indicate matters of conduct. It can be inferred from here that the second speaker, who is
likely the spiritual guide, assures the first speaker that if he continues on the right path he wants to
lead the people, the Lord will keep him everywhere and at all times.

4. Chapter Three — Psalm 122

Psalm 122 focuses on the joy of going to the house of the Lord and praying for the peace of
Jerusalem. The author built the first half of the psalm as a distinct pilgrimage psalm: ...Let us go
to the house of God. Our feet stand within your gates, O Jerusalem... To which the tribes went up,
the tribes of God, to praise the name of God”. (1-4). Later in the psalm, the focus shifts to the justice
system in the city, the dynasty of David, and a prayer for the peace of Jerusalem and its institutions.
The question arising in light of the division of the psalm is why, in the peak of the pilgrimage psalm,
where the entry of the pilgrims into the temple and the offering of sacrifices were expected to be
written, does the psalm turn to discuss the justice system and monarchy, and pray for the peace of
Jerusalem? I believe, as presented in the chapter, that the fact that the pilgrimage is not fully realized
in the psalm, and the abrupt transition to another topic in verse 5, proves that the psalm does not
deal with pilgrimage but with criticism of the ruling system. This is further evidenced by the prayer
for the peace of Jerusalem and its institutions (6—9), as only those who lack peace within the walls
of Jerusalem would seek "May there be peace within your... palaces” (7). In light of all the above,
Psalm 122 continues the criticisms raised in the previous two psalms: criticism towards the ruling
system under the guise of pilgrimage psalms.
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5. Chapter Four — Brief Analysis of Psalms 123, 131, and 132

In this chapter, I analyzed the psalms in a concise manner to continue and support the claim that the
author of the collection criticizes the ruling system. The psalms I analyzed in this chapter are taken
from both the beginning and the end of the collection. Psalm 123 continues the analysis of the first
three psalms, Thus proving that my claim is correct in the first part of the file. psalms 131-132 are
taken from the end of the collection (to which you can add psalm 133 that I analyzed briefly in the
introduction), and prove that the claim is true to the end of the collection. Although the argument
develops from criticizing the government - in the negative way, to outlining the right path and
giving examples of rulers who succeeded in the task - in the positive wayj, it is a clear continuation

of the beginning of the collection.

In each of the psalms in this chapter, I demonstrated the presence of the following characteristics,
which appear in all the psalms of the collelction, and I emphasized their meaning: 1. Terms from
the semantic field of the body’s organs. 2. Connection to the priestly blessing: 792, 9"nv, yn and
Shalom. 3. unifying cluster: connecting the semantic field of the body parts together with other
semantic fields that appear in the psalms and creating a unifying cluster that helps and supports the
proof of the claim of criticism towards the government. 4 Analogy to other chapters in the Bible
that also deal with the government system 5. Breaking the reader’s expectations, which leads to the

conclusion that the main theme in the psalms is hidden and it is up to the reader to uncover it.

6. Summary

Many literary devices and techniques are being used in the songs of ascents, for example: semantic
field of body parts, chaining, connection to the priestly blessing, biblical analogies to leadership
chapters, breaking expectations, inversions of meanings and more. I presented them throughout the
work chapters, and briefly in the summary chapter.

In the concluding chapter I presented the main points of the literary devices and the general picture
obtained from the conclusions arising from the literary means. The main points are: the collection
came out under the hand of one author, the author addresses the criticism to the ruling elites, the
author is one of the ruling elites, in the collection there is a development from a sharp criticism to a
roadmap and giving examples of rulers who succeeded.

In light of the data and conclusions, I presented the necessity and importance of continuing the
research on the subject of the songs of ascents.
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