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clout, spectaculars, gurus, gold —and young gallants!
The Shrine of the Brother and Sister's there, their king's top-hole!
They've the Museum, they've wine —all the high living

a man can want! Then for women —by Hades' Bride, heaven®?
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MNIN PNPN
This work provides the reader with an opportunity to learn about the Social-Financial
aspects that can be discovered through the book of Ecclesiasticus.

The book was written by a wise Jew named Ben-Sira and was probably written down
in the first quarter of 2nd century BCE. Ben-Sira lived under a foreign regime —
whether it was the Ptolemaic or the Seleucid one. Ben-Sira was a professional Scholar

and worked in instructing, writing and teaching the Wisdom literature.

The third chapter gives an historical review of the main events that took place at that
period of time, an explanation about processes of Hellenization, an explanation about
an important source of information — the Zenon Papyri, and also gives a detailed
picture about two prominent families that lived at the time: the Tobias family and the

Oniad family.

The book of Ben-Sira teaches us about different aspects of the Social-Financial
elements such as trade, the relationship between the poor and the rich, the regime and
it’s rulers, money and much more. Of course the book includes lots of different topics
besides the Social-Financial matters, that is why I had separated all the passages that
matter with the Social-Financial aspects and categorized them into three main
subjects: 1. King, Monarchy and Regime 2. Materialism, Wealth and the Rich. 3. The
Relationship between the Weak and the Strong. Every passage or a group of passages
was analyzed in three steps: 1. An Explanation and Interpretation of the passages.

2. A part dealing with the Social-Financial Background of the passages. 3. Social-
Financial views and observations that rise from the passages.

From the analyzing of the passages emerged a very important massage: the Social and
Financial situation in the times of Ben-Sira regarding moral and ethical matters were in
a very dilapidated and even grave situation. Another important massages that emerged
from the analyzing of the passages: 1. The treatment of the slaves was harsh and strict.
2. Lawns were common and the poor were in need for them. 3. Ben-Siras audience was
diverse: most of the advices were directed towards his students from the medium-high
class, students that were probably in touch with the rich and the powerful, but also
there were advices that were directed to the rich and to the poor. 4. Ben-Sira had a very
pragmatic approach: the scholar wasn't satisfied with the Social-Financial situation
and was acting in a more pragmatic level, setting his main goal as guiding his listeners
and audience how to manage to avoid pains and sorrows from the rich and powerful
which held the power, and tried less to change it from the founding.

In the end of my work I am offering a way to analyze Social-Financial ancient Jewish
Texts: for my opinion the right way of doing so is by creating a wide and careful
puzzle, like the one presented in this work, and compering him with other parallel



sources of the time. By this way of analyzing and comparison, one is capable of
achieving a decent Social-Financial picture of the period he is investigating and
understanding better the historical frame it is located in.
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