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25UN MY23N YIVN TITA DOXYIAND DPIN NN IWIND DYIT YNNI ,1IAOY I3 MOLSNNN NP

LDOVNIND VI

VINOIND ,MIVNN 2D NN PYND NVINNN HAPN GRIY YDOINP-INNDDN HTINN 29 DY DIV 12N
N3N NNIN DDIN,DMINPND DIMNDY0N YININDY DXANYND DY MIOUNKDI1N NI WHINvnD ,0opmn
DMWY DN T DY YAV DY YAIVN TONNNIY NN DTIND Y

-12Y097 192 1) OINNIN 1Y 1N DXONMNN DT DINNA O DHDIANNN DMIPNNN I 019
22PN 952 NY TN NY OOPNND DMWY DXDTIND NVY NN TINN ,NVINNN NYIAP DV YOINP
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N2NN NYOWIN NVYNN MINY ,NIDINNT MOLYNN NYAPY TN DIDYTIN DIIVWINTIN NN MNTNON
DMVYN DMNN MDINN NPYIAN N30, TN NIN PNTIAY PRYI MWIRD DOV DIDOPN N T
JMINN-19 Y MONMNN 22NN ININIY MAINN NPYI N
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NN DY NPOIMNON
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TIYNY NI NP DN VI BN NTIN IN XND PAXNI NIAINND NYNINN ,NNT DY .01
75 (MPIYHN PN PIAYNNND PONY NITIND YN0N NI ONX qR) YDOPMIIN 1I9INT YMIVNND NN
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SV PN . MOVLONNN DAPN DY NPV I NNNN DY NDDIANT NNWID DINXINN NMYININID
JPAVINNDN DD NOPYNA DT OINIVNND MPY

MOMINN NPXI VTN DY) NIPON NPON — (Arbitrary inference) NN PIY NIPON Npon - -
.MPONN NX MTHIND NPRI NN IDIN N MPON2
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Abstract

This study focuses on the application of decision-making as a means for uncovering novel
insights pertaining to the characterization of King Saul in the Book of I Samuel.

A broad consensus in biblical interpretation and research exists as to the negative light in
which the character of King Saul is presented throughout the narrative of I Samuel. His
image, often depicted as a failure, seem to define his figure as king. This study will demon-
strate the manner in which the decision-making discipline, and the perspective it offers,
contributes to the understanding of the negative characterization used by the author and its

implications.

Decision-making has proven to be a vital proficiency for successful leadership. Therefore,
in the course of this study, the kingship of Saul will be examined in light of this important
skill, applying the criteria and insights formulated over the past decades in the decision-
making discipline. Based on this analysis, the current study argues that displaying King Saul
as a failed decision-maker facilitates a perception of him as futile in the ways of kingship,

which serves the author’s agenda in presenting David as the preferred future-king.

The first part of this study includes a briefing of the basic terms in the decision-making
discipline. It will also present the main criteria used for the evaluation of a rational decision-
making process as well as the main psycho-cognitive biases known to have harmful impli-
cations on the decision-maker. Furthermore, it will also be shown how the author dispro-
portionately emphasizes crisis decision-making, naturally more challenging and precarious
as compared to peacetime and routine decisions, which are considerably more common in

the royal court.

The second part of the study offers an analysis of four significant stories from King Saul’s
kingship, while focusing on the decision-making processes in each story. Findings demon-
strate how literary instruments, inserted within the text, may significantly sway bible read-
ers and commentators. In general, the characterization of king Saul’s decision-making in
these stories, strongly contributes to the impression of a constant deterioration in his capa-
bility to lead and reach proper decisions over time. Subsequent to the literary observation
of each story, I will analyze and evaluate Saul’s decisions using the insights provided by the
decision-making discipline. This alternative close-reading of the stories will demonstrate
an evident gap between the negative evaluation of King Saul made by the narrator, and the
positive evaluation of his function in the eyes of the modern decision-making criteria. This
gap is achieved primarily by attributing to Saul a variety of decision-making errors, while

over-looking positive aspects in his decision-making process, execution and evaluation.



The conclusion, evolving from this gap, is that the narrator was at times biased against Saul

at an extent so radical that the narrative’s credibility is undermined.

Furthermore, it will be argued that the author makes use of various literary devices aimed
at presenting attributes, like restraint and moderateness, as obscene in the context of King
Saul’s actions. It is those who act intuitively, in haste and at times in negligence — who get
the glory. By doing so, the author deliberately overlooks the status gap between the king —
who bears the yoke of leadership, maintains a broader perspective and carries the responsi-
bility — and the fierce worriers in the battlefield, who arguably may afford executing high-

risk initiatives.

Another negative bias relates to the author’s assessment of realistic considerations in the
decision-making process. The author negatively presents Saul’s realism as contradicting his
faith in God, therefore bringing upon Saul strong criticism by commentators. This research
will first highlight the existence of this equation, and subsequently argue that it is neither
inevitable nor is it equally applied with regards to other biblical heroes depicted in Samuel
I — David and Jonathan.

The third part of this study will demonstrate the author’s proposed bias through the well-
known juxtaposition of Saul and David. The decision-making discipline offers a unique lens
that underlines the manner in which the two leaders are depicted as opposites. Compared to
the previously mentioned negative characterization of Saul, David is often characterized as
a rational decision-maker, sharp, initiative and creative in problem solving as well as a
strong believer in God. Likewise, the decision-making perspective provides insights as to
the unfair manner in which the comparison and contradiction between Saul and David is

conducted throughout the narrative.



This work was carried out under the supervision of Prof. Yael Shemesh,
The Zalman Shamir Department of Bible, Bar-Ilan University.



Bar-Ilan University

King Saul the Decision Maker:

Between the Biblical Narrative and
the Decision-Making Discipline

Adi Friedland

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
Master’s Degree in the Zalman Shamir Department of Bible,
Bar-Ilan University

Ramat Gan, Israel 2023



