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JOTINS DNIPY NNDNN NVIVYN NPN VLOPLN MYHYND NYIPI NY»ONY
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NYIAPN NN D) INT ININYY W19 DO — 1PY DINKR DDA 93N 19D PONIPN XIPHN PN DY
There are knotty issues of the dating and the evolution of the text that I shall not pretend  : nNan NIYNN
to resolve, but I do think that the historical and textual criticism of the Bible is not so damaging to a literary
(xi my ,mwrI1 ,IVON) reading of the text as is often assumed

.301 'y ,DWTN DTV 4NV 7
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VTN 995 VYN L1071 TI) TP THIT DINY DY DOVIONN MDD : DMT DONPD .2
DIUNN TNNX PNNNA INNANT DNV YYD NYPY P01 YIRIVDPL WP DINMPN
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stories needed to be plausible; they did not need » : 570y ,X HNMIW 52997 DX XN .14 /0y ,NPPONI PO 77
.1to be accurate in detail
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DYNNTINGN DINPT MIAPYL TPV TN NN DININ DXDYD PVNNNM NN TINHDN NPT
The Composition Y1992 Y72 YY) Th1N) ,DOVDMIVIMPIT-INI DMIPIN KW DOVNININM)
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DMIPIN T HY WIIND DN NANINA YNIN T2 NIN 1OW,108Y 3392 WITN NI YINDOINNITINNDD
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,D°1P YN DMIPINK T2D HNN DIYIND P YIVYLNY ,DYTNN WIANY NYTY TN .53-45 /Iy ;NN )71 82
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Tradition and Redaction in the ‘History of David’s Rise'”
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later 7 : ©19Y0 MDY DY DYNNNA NN NIN DXPI9N 122 DIDTIND NNY ,2IND NP1 NIN MDY
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In order to qualify as a literarily problematic repetition, two passages must

not only tell a similar story, but do so in a way that renders them mutually

exclusive: they must be events that could not possibly happen more than

once.103
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How is literary continuity marked? What indicators do we require in order

to conclude that two textual units are in fact one literary whole?1?
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kill... the cloud that chap. 25 raises continues to darken our perception of
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The possibility of Saul’s death at the hand of someone other than David

does not arise in chapter 24, yet it forms the point d’appui of David’s

argument against Abishai in chapter 26. Whence, therefore, this

conviction that Saul’s death would come as an act of divine judgment?

We need only to look back to the Nabal story for the answer.?2!
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The cave story defies the principle of literary mimesis. How did all of
David’s men fit into the cave? How was Saul not aware of their presence?
How could he not feel a tug at his robe when David severed its edge?23°
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It is difficult to believe that there was a genre of »future kings being
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the king, but did not because he was YHWH's anointed.23#
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When the Deuteronomistic author-editor could not ignore the fact that the

events reflected good and evil mingled together, he chose to separate the

times when the king was faithful to God from those when he strayed from

the righteous path.2¢¢
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...modern scholars have developed critical methods of analysis that can

be used to delve beneath the literary and theological presentations of

David in search of historical information.2é
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Saul has become a cipher for the house of Israel, David for the house of

Judah... they have become symbolic figures for the time of the

foundation of the kingdom. 27
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A merely political approach presupposes a simplistic one-dimensionality

that runs counter to the complexity of outlook and structure of literary

works in general... [the narrator] does in no way represent the perspective

of the royal entourage.2”?
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Abstract

This study deals with chapters 24 and 26 in 1 Samuel, which explore the encounters
between David and Saul in the wilderness. The two stories share an extraordinary
similarity of plot and style, and Biblical scholarship has traditionally viewed them as the
same narrative duplicated by different authors. In recent years, the prominent stance in
scholarship has been that the one story is a rewriting of the other or that the two draw on
a single common source. This study seeks to re-examine the literary relationship
between the chapters and the question of their relation to the intermediate chapter 25 in
light of methodological and theoretical principles developed in recent years in other
fields of biblical studies, especially in Pentateuchal studies.

The first chapter of the work is devoted to a review of the various scholarly hypotheses
regarding the literary composition of the Saul-David complex in general and regarding
chapters 24-26 in particular. This review suggests that the main hypotheses about the
literary composition of the complex are consistent with the main hypotheses about the
literary composition of other parts of the Bible, especially that of the Pentateuch. The
discussions regarding the affinity between chapters 24 and 26 are not unique to this case;

rather, they belong to a broad discussion relevant to many parts of the Bible and ancient
texts in general.

The second chapter discusses the method of research. It lays out the methodological and
theoretical principles that will guide the analysis of the text and the examination of the
composition of the chapters in question. The chapter insists that scholarly discussions of
the Book of Samuel largely ignored the work done regarding the Pentateuch despite the
similarity of the scholarly issues and hypotheses between the two. This chapter claims
that scholarly discussion of Samuel would benefit from taking proper stock of these
discussions. The chapter focuses especially on the relationship between written
literature and the oral literature that preceded it. It tries to show that the current
scholarship around the book of Samuel adopts the spirit of the neo-fragmentary school
in Pentateuchal studies. This tradition suffers from methodological failures and does not
sufficiently distinguish between the text and its underlying traditions. The discussion
concludes that the main criterion for determining the unity or compositeness of the text
is narrative continuity.

The third chapter is devoted to philological analysis and a close reading of the three
chapters 24-25-26, in light of the principles established in the previous chapter. This
analysis focuses on three main issues: narrative continuity, narrative elements identified
as “ungrammatical” in context and indicative of literary borrowing, and literary methods
of shaping the story. The close reading demonstrates that there are no significant
difficulties in the narrative continuity of the stories and that there is no solid basis for
denying their literary unity. It also appears that the elements that many scholars have



viewed as “ungrammatical” and blindly borrowed from the parallel, original account fit
their context well.

The second part of the third chapter is devoted to studying the stylistic affinity between
the three chapters. It focuses on the common vocabulary, plot structure, and the
centrality of speeches. The data discussed in this section, which led previous studies to
conclude that there is a dependent relationship between chapters 24 and 26, are presented
in the present study as supporting the textual unity of the chapters. An essential link in
this argument is the stylistic similarity between the two chapters and chapter 25, which
most previous scholarly discussions ignored. The chapter also offers a brief theoretical
discussion of the adequacy of the literary dependence hypothesis given the data
discussed. Another section is devoted to the common theology of the three chapters: A
comparison of the discussed chapters with the story of Absalom’s revolt demonstrates
their unique and cohesive theology and supports their literary unity .

Following the discussion of literary unity, the fourth chapter discusses the story’s intent.
The first part of the chapter examines the common opinion in scholarship that the three
chapters in question - and the David-Saul complex in general - reflect a pro-Davidic
political-apologetic tendency. The discussion concludes that these chapters do not
contain any political inclination. The second part of the chapter attempts to establish the
existence of extensive didactic intent in the three chapters. The story seeks to guide the
reader to avoid evil deeds, adopt restraint and patience towards adversaries, and have
confidence in God. This claim is built upon the gap between the plot materials, which
seem to reflect the hero’s saga genre, and their literary realization - especially the
centrality of the speeches.

The chapters discussed in this work are not detached from their literary context.
Therefore, there is room to consider the implications of this study on broader questions
concerning the David-Saul complex, such as their literary composition, intention, date,

and origin.
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